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0»' MISSISSIPPI,
On the Resolution declaring the Measures oj Adjustment

to be a definitive settlement of the questions owing out
of domestic shivery ; delivered in the Senate, Thursday,December 18, 1851.

[in continuation ]
Mr. FOOTE having aIdieesed the SeHule as published

on Saturday laal, and before having given way lo an ad¬
journment.
Mr. HUN I'KK eaul: If Ihe senator from M IS»is»lppi Will

allow ine, I will stale iliai my i«co!ection doea not accord
precisely with hie. I'lie first suggestion came from thehouomble senator from Michigan. [Mr. Cas*,] who
¦poke to me oil that subject, and said he was apprehen¬
sive that there might be a collision between Ihe State olSouth Carolina and the general government, and he
thought something ought to he doce to prevent it. lie
suggested that the appointment of a commissioner here-
tofoie had produced a very salutary effect, and might do
so again. I concurred with him that everything onuht to
be done which could be done to prevent that difficulty.The senutor from Mississippi concurred in that opinionand expressed a wish tnat the State of Virginia should
send a commissioner for ihe purpose of preventing that
collision. 1 had some conference with friends in Vir¬
ginia on that subject, ami it was concluded that it wus

premature to act at thai time, as the convention hud not
been called, and might not be convened, and if convened
it might be done under such auspices ay to prevent hastyand precipitate action. The details of the conversation
which I had with the senator from Mississippi 1 do not
pretend to recollect; not do I remember whether the con¬
versation between us commenced with him or myselftie is certainly right in his recollection that we had more
tUuu one conversatiou on the subject.

Mr. FOOTE. I never heard before of any previousinterview between the senator from Michigan and the
senator from Virginia

Mr. HUNTER. Justice to my friend from South Caro¬
lina, [Mr. Buti.er,] wiili whom I am very intimate, re¬
quires me to say that he never made any suggestion in
relation to that subjcct.
Mr. BUTLER. Never.
Mr. FOOTE. And 1 was especially cautious not to

have any interview with him on the subject. The first
time it was brought to my mind was when the honora¬
ble senator from Virginia spoke to me in the manner 1
have already described. I had a conversation with the
honorable senator from Michigan on the subject. 1 told
him that there could he no doubt of the propriety of
the act, and 1 mingled my counsels with his for the pur¬
pose of bring it about. I had several conferences after¬
wards, of a very agreeable character, with the honorable
senator from Virginia on this subject, just before 1 left
hete, at the last session. At first a single commissioner
was spoken of in accordance with the old example ; but
some difficulties arising, not necessary to be explained now.
with regard to the selection of the person, I suggested
the propriety of having two commissioners instead of
one, and it was agreed to at once by the honorable sena¬
tor from Michigan. I went immediately to the lodgings
of the senator from Virginia, an<l informed him ot the
change. He gave it his approval. I went further, and
undertook to suggest that, inasmuch as Maryland and
Virginia had happily united in bringing about the estab¬
lishment of this Union, or, raiher, had taken the incipient
steps towards establishing it, and inasmuch as these
States were alike in another important respect at that
time, each having in session, within its limits, not only
.the ordinary legislative body, but a convention called for
ne purpose of remodifying the organic law, my friend
lrom Michigan should be also called upon to address let¬
ters to distinguished gentlemen, then at Annapolis, in
Maryland, so as to induce that State to co-operate with
Virginia in this noble and patriotic la-k
These letters were written, as I have already described,

to Governor Lowe.
In order to give the whole history of this thing properly,(hoping not to exhaust the patience of the Senate,) 1 will

call attention, for a moment, lo the original letter, wntten
to the State of Virginia, in the year 1632. 1 w ill read
first a paragraph from the Richmond Enquirer of Decem¬
ber 13lu, 103.2, and then the extract which it introduces:
" Besides theto, the whole militia of .South Carelina is to

be reorganized and prepaied lor action.Ihe citizens to be
classified from sixteen years ol upwards.Ihe governor
i» to purchase len thousand s and ol .mill arms, with the
neceaeary accoutrement*, Jie., Vc. Who enn anv lo '.tin
pbrensied spirit, 'Thus far, and no further V Who can
.ay what the next month or week may him/ tjrih ' Vio¬
lence on tbe part ot her citizen*, civil war, and blood.
Andean we tee thI. prospect unmoved 1 Can Virginia
forbear to use aH the influence lo which the ia entitled 1
Will the stand aloof 1 Will »tie wail nil the storm bursts,
and war perhaps sweeps across the fields of South Caro¬
lina! Can she not throw herself betwren the co ntending
parties, and contribute whatever of moral lorce she may
exert to save this blessed Union from nullification, as well
as tbe rights of Ihe Stales from the lariti 1
" These reflection! have bsen sug/eated to us by tbe news

of yesterday, and by a letter we have received from one of
Ihe ablest men in the rounlry. We ask his pardon for lay¬
ing extracta from it bt lore tbe legislature, ktrj'inf An namt

slrutly to ourselves The membera ol ihe legislature will
weigh them for wbat ihey are worth from ihe high char¬
acter of iheir author, from the deep importance of the sub¬
ject, from the momentous criais wliich we aie approach¬
ing, we respectfully think ihern entlilrd to serious inten¬
tion But Ihe press is 0|>en and, without meaning in the
slightest degree to urge our own crude suggestions upon
tbe public, we invite ibe true arid able men of the land to

lay their reflections Irelore their countrymen. .VoWi the
day, uad »«i»'s ike hour."

EXTRACT.
** The Impending ciisis is a fearful one What it to be

the result 1 The quest ion is before in;* 11 j and night. At
you have justly observed, we are between Heylla and Che¬
ryl*! is l! the general government succeed, if there not
1*4son to tear that State rights will be In danger, and that
the federal arm may become too strong at some future pe¬
riod 1 On the other hand, if South Carolina succeed,
either in the project of nuliilii at ion or in that o( secession,
the Union is virtually dissolved, and we shall follow the
Iaie of the other republic* that hive checkered the eventful
map of history. What, then, is to be done ! If South Caro¬
lina proceed as the has begun, the shock must be met, und
our institutions may be demolished in the conflict There
is scarcely time, even were /hit Congress perfectly well
disposed, to settle »uiii a question between now and the
first of February next; and 1f iheie w*»re, it is riot in human
nature that the whole protective system, enormous a» it is
in its application, should be instantaneously abandoned
And this, and this alone, would satisfy the South Carolina
pobrictar s! Under these circumstances, It has occurred to
ma that Virginia might Interpose most efficaciously, arid
add another leaf to the wreath which adorns her civic chap-
let Suppose the legislature thould appoint a committee
of lour or Ave of the mo»t eminent citizen* to proceed to
South Carolina, and to entreat her convention ami her legis¬
lature to recall her late steps, and at all events to delay her
final action till another trial is made to reduce the taril!
1'oaaibly the meatnre would be more certain if Virginia
should call upon North Carolina, Georgia, and Alabama to

appoint similar coirimiticet io meet hers at (kriutnbta, and
to join in the good work In all political fermentation*,
time, if not a positive cure, is almost sum to lea I to one.

Huppott Virginia, too, should address Congress in one ol
those forcible appeals she su well knowi how to make, and
urge an immediate commencement as wtll as a great re¬
duction of the tariff, Mating nil the great considerations
which require it, and ihouid at the same time address th*
Sta«e of South Carolina as a sister, suffering under the
.em# system, and entreat her, out of regard to Virginia, to
the other southern S.ates, to the integrity of the Union, and,
in fact, to the cause of free Knv*rtim«»nt through the woild,
to delay her action, and to try to procure a modification of
the tariff, Arc.

. *»»»...
.' Would not the result be favorable ? At any rate, is

there not such a probability of it as to justify the attempt 1
Events are pressing so rapidly upon one another, that we
hardly know what the next hour will produce of course
no time is to b<- |o»t

.. The times are |K>rtentoiia ; and satisfied I am that if
Virginia does not put her shoulder to me wheel, our fate
hangs by a thread The President will do all that wisd >rn,
firmness, ami Integiity can effect but still, without zeal¬
ous aid from real friends, even he may not be able to carry
us through untcathvd "

The second extract from the letter of Mr Caaa was
next read, aa follow a

41 Extraordinary conjunctures in national affairs demand
extraordinary t tlorts, and sometimes extraordinary means
Our country i* now in one of those conjunctures No man

tan look m the true state of feriiug in South Carolina with¬
out the most gloomy forebodings. A #'rrIt majority of her
t*opi* seem determined to secede from the Onion It is
no art of my business to investigate ihe rau-es of ibis slate
ol leeliny, or the consequences which may H >w from it
J am only dealing with facts, with our actual position as a

nation, and the hest remedy that can be practically Applied
And what is it ! Vou know as well as I do the high
character of ihe South Carolinians.ihetr sen«iiivene«a to

anything thai looks l.ke political oppression or degradation
That they have serious wrong! to complain of, I am among
the last fo deny; but when llie northern democracy is

coming up to the good work of checking the projects of
abolition, and of endeavoring to produce a better and
aoonder state of feeling with respect to the slave question,
and when the compromise measures of the Ian session

hold out a rational ground of hope for the future, it is un
lortunat# indeed tilat there Is a disposition in South
< arohna to push rI aistance to Ihe extremity of seces

.ion. Do you not think that a commission composed of

IK
-.111 .c:

volume 1. lllikhtv, tiik union, anu the constitution." nuhukh

CITY OF WASHINGTON, WEDNESDAY MORNING, DECEMBER 24, 1851.
(WO °' more high mid able men khi (u that State liom\ trginia, ai was done ii)k>ilu former memorable occasion,to bear a illusive ot friendship, ami lo beg the people, inllie usiue ol tbo good old Coiiunonw»alih that we all tomuoh revere, to pause, and to accept tlie security of a
compromise, at any rale (III it is violated, would now, asheretofore, be productive of tlie happiest results '! Wouldit not luruisb a reasonable ground to delay all action tdl theorisis is pas-ed.tor delay itself is olten the most ctHcieiitremedy 1 Would It not furnish to the leading men a justreason not for retracing their steps, but for stopping in them
at present, and thus suve that pride of opinion and charac¬
ter without which neither individuals nor communitieswill over accomplish any gieal object 1 I need not pursuethis idea, nor indeed have 1 time Allow mo one additional
suggestion. How would it do lo invite any of the other
slavelioldiug State?, who have the same interests us Vir¬
ginia and South Carolina, and a desire to preserve theUnion and the Consti tulion in their Hue spirit, devoid ol
loose construction and a»Hinued power, to join in this mis
sion ol Love und peace, to entreat a sister to pause til her
course, and to listen lo the entreaties of her associates,who have the same interest, and must eventually meet
with tin! same lute I 1 throw out this batty idea, ami 1
am inclined to believe that the additional solemnity whichthis course would give would produce the happiest re¬
sults I have not time lo write more than lo urge you, by
your love ol country, to give ibis mailer your best rrllectiou,and come ui> with Iho poweiful support of the Enquirer lotlie rescitrt If you do, I shall look for iho restoration ol pcaceand confidence God alone knows what the future has in
stum for til."
Mr. President, I have been charged by the honorable

senator from South Carolina [Mr. Hhktt] with havingmanifested an undue disposition to commend this admin¬
istration. 1 have been pronounced " the eulogist of the
administration." This is not the first time that this
charge has been made. I am not at all sensitive in
regard to it, but I feel bound to put myself right. I
have never commended this administration with re¬
gard to any subject whatsoever, whatever approvalI may have felt to be due to it, except in con¬
nexion with the execution of the fugitive-slave law
and the general plan of compromise. I have said, and I
felt it, that the President of the United Slates has done
his duty as a patriot, in recommending in his messagethat we shoultl recognise the scheme of adjustment as
definitive in its character. I have said and felt that he
was entitled to public gratitude for his faithful efforts
to carry into effect the lugitive-slave law. I have said
that ; i am not aftaid to say it again. But those who
infer from that that 1 approve the whole course of
the administration have made a great mistake. I knew
that this administration was tigntmg the battle of the
Union; I knew that we had to depend on this adminis¬
tration, in a great degree, for the salvation of the Union,
and therefore, as a patriot, I was not willing to stab the
arm that was raised for the defence of the constitution
[ was not willing to throw impediments in the way of
the succcssful administration of public concerns at such
a moment. 1 was not willing to weaken in the least de¬
cree the efficiency of this administration for the high pur¬
pose I had chiefly at heart.the restoration of concord to
this land, f have said nothing in relation to the course
of the administration on other topics. Rut certain it is,
and I say it frankly, that whilst I have seen nothing in
the course of the administration which would induce me
to indulge in vindictive reprehension, yet there are meas¬
ures which I could mention that I have not fully ap¬proved, and which, under different circumstances, I should
leel it my duty to express myself as not approving. 1
hope this explanation will be satisfactory to the honor¬
able senator. It is certainly satisfactory to my own con¬
science.

If tbe senators now desire lo adjourn, I will give wayfor that purpose.
On the motion of Mr. MANGUM. the Senate then ud-

journed.

FRIDAY. DECEMBER 19, 1S5I.

THE COMPROMISE MEASURES.
The hour of one o'clock ha? iiif^ arrived, anj the res-

olutioiitf declaring the compromise measures to be a final
settlement of all the questions growing out of the sub¬
ject of domestic slavery being the special order.
Mr. FOOTE resumed the floor, and continued his re¬

marks as follows:
Mr. Hkksidcnt: It must be obvious to all that the

merits of this resolution, if merits it possess, depend
entirely upon the character of the compromise measures
themselves If they are of real and great value, and are
thus entitled to lie maintained and executed faithfullyand efficiently, with a view to securing the national re¬
pose and the continued success of free institutions in
this country, then, sir, is the adoption of such a resolu¬
tion as the one under consideration obviously desirable
and necessary under the circumstances existing, the na¬
ture of which lias already been once or twice explained
m hearing of the Senate Much has been s-aid in oppo¬
sition to the measures of compromise by both the *ena-
tors from South Carolina I shall not now enter inlo a

very elaborate defence of them Nothing could be, in
my opinion, more unprofitable in itself, or less enter¬
taining to this body. There is hardly an intelligent boywho has reached his fif'eenth year who does not under¬
stand each ol these enactments, nnd in all its bearings.
The ablest minds of the country have been occupied in
elucidating every point of the (tending controversy, and
it would be not n little presumptuous in me to entertain
a hope of supplying additional elucidation of them

Rut, sir, certain remarks have been made.[ will not
.ay that arguments have been offered, lor the remarks to
winch I refer did not approximate to the dignity of ar¬
gument.certain suggestions hostile to tltese measures
have been thrown up in quite a cursory and immethodi-
cal manner, to which I believe it is my duty at the pres¬
ent time to give a mere passing notice The senator from
South Carolina who sits most distant from me (Mr
Rhett] declared, in a solemn manner. Ins opinion thai
the admission of California was mconstilntiontl. lias
he, sir,given us any reason for his entertainment of that
opinion ! None, sir, except one based ii(>on a certain
letter that I hail the honor at one time of subscribing
with certain colleague* of mine, which has been dis¬
cussed all over the country, in the newspaper* and el«e
where, to such an extent as to make the very mention ol
this little epistle positively disgusting to any man not
prone to occupy his mind exclusively in scrutinizing
trivialities Sir, I have heretofore slated the circum
stances in which that letter originate'!, and have ex

plained its true object and import and I hold it lo he
next to impossible that any man, however disposed to
misjudge me, can regard that letter as intimating the
least doubt as to the constitutionality of admitting Cali¬
fornia The |KMiition assumed by me the other day, that
this act of legislation was in conformity with the consli
Intion, remains altogether unshaken. This act of ad
mission, as all must admit, does not vary in substance or

phraseology from every other act of a sirnilai kind which
Las been heretofore adopted for many jears psst If other
new Slates have been constitutionally admitted, winch
have found their way into the Union by means of a

legislative proceeding precisely similar in all respeci* to
the act admitting California, how can the validity of her
admission be controverted '

Tne new Siaie has been simply admitted upon a footing
with the older States of the confederacy, without any
condition or qualification whatsoever: and even Mr
Calhoun taught his political disciples, whilst living, what
was certainly quite obvious without any sifh teHching,
that the discretion of Congress m the « Imission of new
Stales was without limitation or restriction, save that it
must become satisfied that the new Slate applying for a

mission possessed a government republican in its charac¬
ter Sir, no one has yet doubted that California has a re

publican constitution and I would respectfully suggest
that if any doubt should arise upon this particular point,
wetnii;ht expect objections, based upon this very delicate
ground, to emanate much more naturally elsewhere than
in the State ol South Carolina, whose own particular
farm of government has been oftentimes denied to be
altogether a* republican in its form as mighl be reasona

hiy il»«ired This remark will not, I trust, be regarded
as at all disparaging to this renowned Commonwealth,
whose citi/en» have of lale, as I learn, begun lo testify .t

souewhat eagrr dosire to modify their prespnt organic
law, so as to make it conform more nearly to the Irue re¬

publican model Sir, ninety nine jurists out of every
hundred to be found in the country h*ve decided !!><. art
of admitting ('.lltlornia to be strictly constitutional, anil a

jear or two hence nil leasonable men will wonder how
any doubt could ever have been supposed to exist upon
tins subject At any rate, sir, I shall not now discuss
this question, and shall proceed to examine matters of
more urgency '

The senator from South Carolina [Mr. Kittrr] «a)s
that he see* the Wilmot proviso in the act admitting < 'al
ilornia Well, sir, the optics of the gentleman must be
woodrously keen Doe* III* gentleman know what Ihe
Wilmot proviso i«? Does he know tbkt it in term* ap¬
plies to the vacant territory of the republic, and cannot

by possibility be made to operate within the limits of a

sovereign Slate ' The Wilmot proviso, in terms, excludes
or prohibits slavery wheresoever it operates; the an of
aitmilting California does not allude to slavery at all
Waiving all regular argument upon this head, I will pro-
feed lo notice one or two other considerations connected
with this snbject Sir, permit me to *ay that I do nol at

all doubt the passage of the resolution; the only ques¬
tion in, when it will he brought to a decisive vole ln«
ileeJ, I feel anaured that not more than eight or nine votes
in this body ran be possibly cast against it. Mill, the
field of discussion is more or less inviting, and it may
not be wholly uniiiofituble to us to continue to perainbulate it a little while longer. The senator from South
Carolina who Hits most distant from me, (Mr KhbtTi]in the early part of his remarks, undertook to denounce
the Missouri Compromise as oppressive and unconstitu¬
tional, and to leprehend the southern States ol the Union
for what he deems their disgraceful submission to it; and
with that singular consistency which belongs to his his¬
tory as a public man, ia the course of his extended range
of observation, we found hun after a while lamenting
moat dolorously that the Nashville convention, in whicn
body lie was most undoubtedly somewhat of a leading
chatader, had demanded this same Missouri Compromise
line, and been flatly refused it by the action of Congress
in passing the measures of adjustment in the very lace of
this most presumptuous and insolent demand.
Why, sir, in the gentleman's speech whictt 1 have here

before me.a speech delivered in Charlt jton a lew daysafter the adjournment ot the convention.he indulges
the tame strain of complaint and lamentation over the
expected relusal of Congress to obey the mandate from
Nashville, the Mending I or tit of which he had so effi¬
ciently instigated. Now,'sir, the gentleman is a southern
man ; yes, sir, and sets himsell up as a special championof the South.a l'ervid and furious vindicator of south¬
ern rights. I asked htm just now if he knew what the
VVilmot proviso was.not because 1 did not suppose
that the gentleman was quite well acquainted with the
hideous leatures of this legislative monster; and 1 ask
him in the same spirit now, if he knows what the Mis¬
souri Compromise is. Sir, the gentleman knows, and
everybody else knows, that the Missouri Compromise is
the VVilmot proviso, in hi;balance and phraseology, ex¬
cept that it is limited in its application to a particular por¬
tion ol the public territory.that is to fay, to all lying
north of the line of M deg. 30 min..whilst the VVilmot
proviso applies to all vacant territory whatever, 'l'hey
are precisely similar, 1 say, sir, in principle and in terms.
the only difference being that which i have just specified
Now, the gentleman desires that the Missoun Compro¬
mise line should be run through California. Cut bono t
VVhat advantage does fie expect the South to reap from
the extension of the Missouri Compromise line to the
I'acitic I It is true that at the present time the constitu¬
tion of the Slate of California excludes slavery from that
Slate; but that provision in the constitution of Califor¬
nia is not, like the laws of the Medes and Persians, un¬
changeable. It is well known that a sovereign Stale, at the
time of her admission, and ever alter, has a right to Fettle
this question, and to resettle it as often as she pleases. No
one doubts this. California, then, in consequence of her
admission, in consequence ol her recognition as a sove¬
reign State, has a right at the present time to admit
slavery if she desires to do so; and some people think
(though I will not go fully into that delicate subject now)
that the climate, soil, and mineral productions of the
State are favorable to the introduction of slavery. At
any rate, 1 confess my willingness to enjoy the chance
of such a state of things ultimately arising. Ftut the
gentleman from South Carolina does not appear willing
that any possibility should continue to exist for the fu¬
ture introduction of slavery in California lie cries
aloutl, "(iive ns the line of the Missouri Compromise
through California." 1 am informed.and 1 beg to be
corrected if I make any mistake.that every valuable gold
mine in California lies north of this same line of 10 deg
3omin. This is the precise region that a certain class
of southern extremists are constantly complaining that
the southern slaveholders have been excluded from.
the country to which they wish to have the privilege
of carrying their slaves, and employing them in tne
profitable business of digging for mineral treasures.
Sir, a change in the constitution of California may here¬
after secure the benefits so much desired to the slave¬
holders of the South. Indeed, some say that the gates of
California are already beginning tr> turn upon their

8olden binges lor our admission into this real hi Dorado
ut this bright prospect seems not to open upon the

vision of the honorable senator from South Carolina, lie
looks, or did look whilst at the Nashville convcntio/i, and
for many months thereafter, alone to the advantages ex-

pecte by him to result from the extension of the Mis¬
souri Compromise line to the Pacific.in oilier words, he
prefers that, in the well-known language of the Missouri
Compromise, " slavery or involuntary servitude, save for
crime, itc , shall be forever excluded." Yes, sir, lorever,
by the terms of a compromise which can only be set aside,
when once adopted, by a villanous breach of faith. Sir,
there is occasionally something in the delusive theories of
excited |>oliticians which is calculated to awaken our
wonder, our legret, and our profound commiseration. I
confidently ask, is he a true southern man in feeling and
inaction that struggles, or has struigled, to exclude the
South permanently from the only part of California where
slave labor is ever likely to be profitably introduced ?
Why, sir, the very worst enemy.the veriest abolitionist
in all the land.could not desire to treat the South more
scurvily.
A proposition more hostile to ihe vital interests of th

South than tins of the Missouri Compromise, under ex¬
isting circumstance*, could not well lie imagined nor can
I see how any southern man can lor a moment lend his
sanction to it, whose intellectual powers have not been
thoroughly confounded by some strange and incompre¬
hensible hallucination. The truth is, sir, almost every
movement of the Nashville convention was a ridiculous
blunder; und some ol the movements of particular mem¬

bers of that body were worse than blunders.they were
high political offences before (>od ami man

Well, sir, let u* follow the gentleman a little further
lie cannot get the Missouri Compromise line through
California Hut he is also dissatisfied with the arrange-
men! made as to Utah We gave a territorial govern¬
ment to Utah wilhuul the FFihnot provuo Does any man

deny that f We gave a territorial government to New
Mexico trilhoul Ihe IVt/mol vrovitn. Will any one deny
that, air! A senator from Virginia, [Mr lliNrk.n.]as
much approved in South Carolina as any of her own sons,
voted for both of these measures ; and, sir, the Utah bill
passed this house with only two southern votes against
it. It parsed the other house also by an overwhelming
majority of southern voles. Were we, then, who voted
lor these bills, all traitors, or were we fools' Sir, my
l*t e colleague voted for the Utah territorial bill. Is the
senator from South Carolina disposed to denounce him
for doing so.' I insist, sir, that traitors or fools ail the
southern senators and representatives were who voted
for these messiires, it they have had the effect of depriv
nig the South of ail interest in the Territories acquired
from Mexico.

But, sir, this is not ihe most striking view which can be
presented of th* practical working of his Missouri Com¬
promise policy. I*t me remind the gentleman that Ihe
thirty-seventh decree of norlh latitude is now the south
ein boundary of Utah Kun the boundary thirty minutes
below that line, at Ti6 deg. 30 mm , as a compromise line,
and what will be the effect of it ? II there he slavehold¬
ers and slaves in Utah, you will drive them all out, and
you will close the door of California forever ngain«t
slavery Now.it is a lart, which was proved in the House
of Representatives, that when the territorial bills were

on their passage it was known to the delegate Irom the
Utah Territory in that body that at least five hundred
sUves were held by their owners, who exercised an un

disturbed control over them as property received s let-
ter during the summer antecedent to what is known as

ihe adjnstmsnt struggle from the distinguished senator
from Ninth Carolina, who was ihe immediate jirc.leces
sor of the gentleman to whom I am now repl)ing, urging
ine to co-operate with him in bringing Utah into the Union
as a Slate al once, despite any objection presented, be-
cause, he said, Utah was a slaveholding region, and ihe
people of that Territory had decided, in convention, in

favor of the system of slavery, or at least ha I decided in
favor of not inteifering with ihe system then existing
there But, sir, I think that ihe senator from South Car¬
olina occupies a position from which lie will find it dilfi
cult to relieve himself in regard to ihe Territory of Utah

saw a speech or publication of lliat gcntlem.in, which
he will not, I think,deny.a statement made towards the
close of ihe lalti warmly-sustained contest in South Car¬
olina .urging the people of thai Stale to continued op
position to the measures of adjustment, stimulating them
to extreme measures of resistance, and, among other
circumstances of encouragement, suggesting lo them the
far I lliat Ihe people of Utah were .i sisvehohling peop'e
that their sympathies were all southern in their charac
ler; and lhat they would be found ready to unite with
South Carolina in a struggle against lh<| government of
the United Slates.
Mr. RHErr Does ihe senator from Mississippi wish

to know ihe Irulh in telalion lo Ihe mailer of which he
is now speaking i I can tell him that I never saw any
.uch statement
Mr. FOOTE It was published in all the southern

newspapers lhat I read.
Mr RHKFT. If it was I never saw it, and moil cer

tain if I had seen it I would have denied it.
Mr. FOOTE. If the senator denies it, I will not press

it ; hul I most ceilainly saw the statement in Ihe South
Carolina [>ai»ers, and in other* However, these are the
facts The people of Utah are to some extent slave-

holders, though they declared in their convention, heldnearly two yeais since, that they were resolved not to in-lerlere with the question of slavery by introducing or byexcluding slave* I do not know positively that tbey were
particularly interested in the question of slavery at all.but, I u»k, is it expedient that the line 30 deg 30 millshould be run below the southern boundary line of Utah,
go us to shut u|i the whole country to the admission ofslavery, which would be otherwise unnrecluded ?Sir, look at Utah for a moment. There is a territorial
government without the Wilmot proviso, established byan act which provides that herealter this Territory, andall the States into which it muy be subdivided, shall beadmitted into the Union as slave or as tree Slates, as the(>eople thereof shall decide; and, in order to make "as¬
surance doubly sure," that the constitution and laws of
the Union shall be carried into that Territory, 1ml estab¬lished as the prevailing and |iaramount law of the land.Will any southern man contend that those who maychoose to take their slaves there will not find their rightol property protected by the constitution ' Sir, that is a
view of the subject which abolitionists alone can con¬
sider worthy of regard. At any rate, 1 have always been
ol the opinion.and 1 believe that the honorable senator
from South Carolina will not dispute the proposition.that the constitution does protect slavery in all the Terri¬tories which belong to our political system. These re-
milks apply of courpe equally to New Mexico. But the
gentleman says in effect, " I don't say that the Wilmot
proviso is in the Territory of New Mexico. I know the
contrary of that. Indeed, there is no part of either enact¬
ment that I can object to particularly ; but we have, un¬
fortunately, a President of northern birth, and he may,and has already, as I learn, ap|iointed gentlemen to exer¬
cise judicial power in these Territories who are unsound
on the subject of slavery." Sir, I am not the special de¬
fender of the President of the United States on this point;but I do not believe that there is a man in this body whowould suppose it possible that the present Chief Magis¬
trate would pay the least regard to the question of slavery
when providing judicial officers for the Territories ; and
1 assert that the statement is undeniably calumnious.
Mr. KHETT. Does the senator from Mississippicharge me with making such a statement.'
The PRESIDENT. Order!
Mr. FOOTE. Sir, in regard to the chief justice of

New Mexico, (a distinguished public man of my own
Stale, who was appointed chief justice of New Mexico
by the President, under the recommendation of almost
our whole legislature,) ! will say, that whoever shall
dare, after I have made this explanation, to assert that
this gentleman ever expressed the opinion that the Wilmot
proviso is constitutional, and shall suggest further that
he was appointed by the Executive with the knowledgeof his entertaining this opinion and because he did thus
entertain it, is a vile calumniator, and 1 shall denounce
him as such wherever I may hear his name mentioned.
Gentlemen should be perfectly surp of facts before they
indulge in statements which are injurious to private or
public character. I beg that the Clerk will read the let¬
ter which 1 send to his desk, from Chief Justice Baker,
of New Mexico. I wished to see Judge Brocchus, and
other judicial officers of Utah, for the purpose of obtain¬
ing their testimony on the same point; but unfortunately1 cannot do everything in a minute or two.
[The letter having been read, Mr. F. proceeded :]
I have no doubt in regard to all the statements con¬

tained in the letter, and especially in regard to the last.
I once thought that slavery was likely to find establish¬
ment in New Mexico, but I have of late changed my opin¬
ion. There is a letter, sir, from the present delegate of that
Territory in Congress, which 1 shall offer to the consid¬
eration of the Senile. It is still more comprehensive in
its character, and satisfactory in its statements, than
Judge Baker's. It is replete with statements of facts
which will serve to satisfy the whole country at least that
there is no fanatical feeling in New Mexico in regard to
slavery:

Washington, December 16, 185L
My dear sir lit compliance with your request, I give you

rny views as to the popular feeling concerning slavery in
New Mexico.
The popular feeling in New Mexico is, I believe, fixedly

set against that country being made the arena in which to
decide political questions iu winch the people have no prac¬
tical interest; and all attempts which have heretofore bean
mad#, or which hereafter may be made, to iirtluce the peo¬
ple of that country to take »>dr$ on a que»tipn in which
they are not at all interested have been, and will, I trust,
forever be, utterly abortive.
There are in New Mexico a lew negroes.in all, as shown

by the census, seventeen ; and of this number there may
he as many as five or six slaves.home servants of officers
of the army and others
There has, up to this time, before the judicial tribunals,

been no ca^e of a negro field to slavery suing for his free¬
dom When such a cass shall occur, it will, in my opin¬
ion, be adjudicated without popular excitement of any
kind, though the people a*e, I believe, opposed to the intro¬
duction of slave labor amongst themtrlv**; and when the
time shall come when ihey snail think proper to reek ad¬
mission as a State of tho Union, they will, am inclined to
think, should there be iu their opinion danger of the intro¬
duction of slave lal>or there, yriptubu it. liut as there is at
this time no such danger, there is no such excitement on
the subject; aud as I see in the future no likelihood of the
introduction of slave labor there, I apprehend that the pop¬
ular mind will, as now, remain calm ou this point ; and the
question of prohibiting, admitting, or remaining silent
concerning slavery, will be treated simply a* a matter of
policy in reference to being admitted into the Union.
To show the freedom from excitement of the people on

this question, 1 refer you to the fact that in the State consti¬
tution of New Mexico of last year, though slavery was pro¬
hibited, the unders gned, (hough falsely denounced in ihe
onfy newspaper in New Mexico as a slavery propagandist,
was elected to the Seriate by an overwhelming vole.and
this, too, despite the general knowledge among the mem-
hers of the legislature that he was in favor of so arranging
the slavery clause as to effect our admission into the Union,
and without regard to any other circumstance whatsoever
W4I confident that no constitutional provision could bring

about the introduction of slave labor there, and, being sat¬
isfied with the substance, did not trouble inySelf about a

prohibition of what could never affect u§; and this, I be¬
lieve, it the popular feeling in New Mexico.
We iu N -w Mexico have suffered too much already by

having our soil made use of by others as a political battle¬
field over which to sold* the *lavery question, to again per-
init it to be so u»ed, if we ran avoid 11, It is, I believe, the
fixed determination of the people to take no sides on this
question, which iu no way practically concerns them.
When the question co ries uf) we will treat it simply as a
in itter of policy, by which to facilitate our admission info
the Union. Once admitted, we can do as we choose We
desire the friendship of all.entangling alliances with
none.
A vigorous effort was tins year made to interest the

people in this vexed question but all in vain. A document
entitled "Address to the inhabitants of New Mexico and
California ou the omission by Congress to provide them
with terri'orial governments, and on the social and political
evils of slavery," was industriously circulated in New
Mexico, in the language, by an agent of the Amer¬
ican and Foreign Ami Slavery Society, who is at this time
the editor of the " Santa Fe Gazette," in the columns of
which paper he is republishing occasional chuptars of this
document. In this is drawn a comparison, more highly
wrought than true, between the North and Snith in refer
entc io Mate of education, state of morals, state of religion,
disregard of human life, disregard of constitutional obliga¬
tions, population, military weakness, Arc. In ihe conclu¬
sion, the people are urged to set up an Independent govern
mem, "unless exempted from the curse of slavery," and are

promised, in that case, tire assistance of tho "whole North."
I send you an English and a Spanish copy.
You will perceive that the unscrupulous persons who are

urging the law-abiding New Mexicans to the c >inipi*sion
of treason, and promising a*si>t*nce they have no right to

promise, have signed their names to the drcu merit.
This attempt to draw the simple, pastoral, and unarmed

people of New Mex'c j into an act of treasonable resistance
o the powerful government to which ihey owe and yield
sliegiauce, will meet with the profound indignation it de¬
serves from ail parts of the United Slates, but not more pro¬
found than the contempt it met with in New Mex ca

Though supported by the oa/jr newspaper in New Mex
ico, whose editor is, as have stated, on agent of the Artier
ican and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society, no excitement took

place in New Mexico outside of the immediate family of
the editor, clothed though he was in the gatb of mission¬

ary.a minister ot the (.*os|>et- a minister of pcace.
If there are any persons in tlie United States who desire

V) colonize slaves in our Territory, I apprehend there would
be no objection on the part of the people of New Mexico,
let the decision of the courts be what it may Perhaps ihe
attempt would he beneficial it would ai all events settle
the question, and effectually thwart any further attempt to
make New Mexico the scape-goat to bear the burden of a

question which concerns her not. We object to being made
ih« tcape goaf, and would prefer not being made use of
even as an illustration
Should the courts in New Mexico decide that slaves may

legally be held, then am sure that AO popnlai 1*1 iu ni
would follow; and am equally sure tiiat tho*e who ein-

|m k I n the ooMfo sine exparimen fill »| edil)
sell their slaves nut of the Territory Slavt labor will not

pay la iViir Mexico, and ill that is Comprised the Whole
question.
We desire to be in a position in which Odngfest, unem¬

barrassed by the slavery question as regards us, may direct
its attention to legislating a< to promote the imprest of
that neglected and sympathy-deserving section.

This falter 1 place at your disposition, to be used as you
may think proper, though not written with that carefulness,
as regards periods, or with the compactness, I would de¬
sire
Very respectfully, your obedient servant.

K H W BIGHTM AN.
Hon H S Footi, U. 3 Senate.

1 Have now caul as much about these territorial gov
eminent* as I deem to be necessary. But the senator
says he object* very much to the line which we have
established between New Mexico and Texa- Well, sir,
my friend on my left [Mr. Houston] does not object at
all, though he was rather hard to please when the bun
ness of fettling the question of boundary wa-t before us
Texas, I believe, without being bribed, as some accused
her of having been, agreed to take the money, ami will
receive it, I hope, in due season. The contract of pur¬chase was a flood one, both for the vendor and the ven¬
dee, for a thousand reasons loo multiplied for specifica¬tion Hut the gentleman says (.and if the assertion had
the least foundation it would be a senous one indeed)
that we so arranged matters in the establishment ol
the territorial government in New Mexico, and in cuttingott'a portion of the territory originally claimed by 'lexas,and now included in New Mexico, as lo deprive the
South of four slave States. Is this true ? lias the gen-tleman ever read the rtsolution of lexan annexationIf he has not, t would recommend him to read it as
soon an convenient. It provider expressly tliat lexas
may be ho subdivided, with her own consent, us to allow
four additional States to he laid off within her borders ;and also expressly and solemnly provides, iurlhcr, that of
the States tnus laid otl those lying north of M deg 30
rnin. north latitude shall b« free States.in other words,that the Missouri Compromise principle, alias the Wilmol
proviso, shall be applied to all such territory.Allow me to ask, mr, how doe# Um South lose any¬thing by this arrangement? Thi* veiy territory is a
part of the Territory of New Mexico; and over it is a
government established under the authority of a law pro¬viding directly, in the teeth of the resolution of Texan
annexation, (which declared that those Slates whichshould hereatter seek establishment above the line of3b° 30' north latitude should be free States,) that anySlate or States which may spring into existence in said
Territory hereafter, shall be allowed lo come into the
Union with or without slavery, as ibe people (hereof maydecide in their State constitution. How does the South
lose anything here > I wish the gentleman would uigue,instead of contenting himself with dogmatic assertions
I wish he would look into these things in ihe spirit ol
manly and statesmanlike scrutiny, instead of being car¬
ried away by a mere tempest of excited feeling. Does he
suppose that the acquisition of the Territory by the gov¬
ernment of the United States necessarily destroyed slaverythere ? Then my own State at the present time is justly andproperly to be considered a free State ; for she was pur¬
chased from Georgia, as was Alabama, in neither of which
has the system of domestic slavery been special y estab¬
lished Does the senator imagine that the establishment
of a territorial government can have the eHect of abol¬
ishing slavery ? Then Mississippi and Alabama, and
various other new Slates, have been long since trans¬
formed into free States. Sir. these territorial enactments
are as conservative of what we know and value, in a
peculiar sense, as southern rights, as any act which has
received the sanction of Congress at any time; and 1 can¬
not see how the South could possibly have lost anything
by that particular enactment whereby the boundary be¬
tween Texas and New Mexico was arranged. I contend
that the South has gained much by this particular enact¬
ment, since it is undeniably true that ihe northern bound¬
ary line of Texas, until settled by this enactment, was
unsettled, and in a condition which made it more than
likely that it would be settled against the Soulh. Ihe
Supreme Court of the United States wuuld. I suppose,
have decided against us without much hesitation, had it
been referred to tXat tribunal. We settled the question
here, not judicially, but in a manner equally satmlac-
torv and in my opinion we settled il in a manner most
favorable to the South. Yes, sir. it may be almost said
that we adjudicated the question of slavery in lavor of
the South by this proceeding. I am speaking plainly. 1
do not wish to deceive anybody. 1 contend, sir, that
if A proposes to purchase of 1! his horse, or house,
or goods, the very proposition to purchase may be,
to some extent, regarded as estopping him from denying
the title ol the person thus recognised as the owner ol the
property the purchase of which is sought to be ellected.
Well, sir, we proposed to purchase of Texas the territory
in dispute, the title to which had been long a matter ol
controversy, and had been alike the subject r.f grave in

vestigation here, and of solemn scrutiny throughout the
country The ablest men in the republic had discussed
the question here and elsewhere. And the government
of the United States, with all the light that could be
thrown upon the question as a question of law, made a
plain, uneqnivocnl proposition to Texas to purchase ihe
territory. Was not this equivalent to acknowledging that
the title of Texas was good and valid

Hut how does this affect the question of slavery
Texas was admitted into the Union as a s">sle slave
State, to remain such until a new State should be formed
from some portion of her limits. It is obvious that the
law of slavery pervaded originally the whole of what
was known as Texas Did it not When we settled
the question of the true boundary line, by acknowledg¬
ing that the title of Texas extended to the 4id deg. ol
latitude, we recognised, in the most solemn manner, in

my opinion, whatever may be the opinion of others, the
existence of the law of slavery in every pan of the ter¬
ritory thus bounded by the degree of latitude mentioned.
If this is not true, it is a be'ter argument, feeble as I
am who make it, than can be made on the other side of
Ihe question. How iloet the South lou four .Stales by
this arrangement, as the honorable senator from South
Carolina so unreasonably contends > Oh. how [ wish
that gentlemen would argue and scrutinize a little,stea.fof permitting themselves to be carried away by a
wild gale of excitement!

. , _

The gentleman did not dilate upon the I>.s net of Co¬
lumbia bill 1 suppose he is satisfied with it. With
what part of the Compromise, then. J1! {«ret toaddition to the measures already explored I rpKrH
I e constrained to say that the honorable senator is deeplyd?s«tisfied with what i. known as the fug.tive-.lav. law
Sir I take it upon myself solemnly to arraign thi gemail for having manifested a most un southern and fac-^ou. opposit.o.ito this law. upon various most unsub-stan*iafgrounds taken by him. Well. sir. I am of op.n-
mn that the fugitive-slave law is now enforce!.)es, and
,h 5k .St y ac iVely and faithfully enforced-.n everyLv. nl therepublic The gentleman, at the last session,

expressed the opinion here in debate, that the fugitive-
slave bill was unconstitutional.
Mr RHETT. 1 admit that I said so. I will prove it
Mr FOOTF. The gentleman admits it I have one

or two interesting extracts from the honorable gentle-
mm «r>pf>rhes to which 1 brg; leave to invite atten-

uon Let the world be amazed let all intelligent south-
ern men be astounded ! let the South especially
a profound and distressful surprise when,1f 1

hatony here of the most conclusive character to a

he honorable senator from South ^"J^sre uShas waged a fiercer and more i.te,i!ledthat particular .uteres of the South, aecur^

rz:r«,break this law than any other man >>« J.V'.n buildingiidm ittin* its unconstitutionality, he ha
refumn*r.,h, X-.'"

of which I am about to^read. Mere ,, me g^ ^ ^^language on a very n° " r,j to the Itoston mobPresident's special message in regard «o in
^̂before us at the last "Ml0n '\_4umler what levlerwho the true southern men .j\,oinly lhi,the South ought to rally for safety and )

critical moment
He say*:

.
_ . - ntn ...izsaorimuiat aaainst'^^nautbority within a is e -¦ (|;h.rlty ,|)(, Statsthe law* <jt | | hi. It th« law of nations, anditwll to wl.ioh ha las Hi»d^ (|.g|tiveirlmK U d/m-d with lo fugitive .lave,

Again, Kay* tin- gentleman :

" Wo would long ainoe have had peaceably this guaran
ten ol llif con all tut on, or have dissolved our i >nn*«lon
Willi tliein. A< a MbtlilnM .m l nn ex lusty aiibsiitule
lor th.it peaceable and ipor« efficient rrdresa under the con¬

stitution, Congrsas bai usurped llie power of legislating
upon this subject."
" llaurped!" that ia th» language of thf gentleman.

What could be more emphatic or more fatal I He denies
(lie power of ('on|reiM to legislate on the aul>|ert at nil,
although the Supreme Court of the United SI ilex has de¬
rided that thia wax the only apecies of legislation which
it held to he legal and o|>erative The gentlem an sa>a
thm aort of legislating is unconntitutionul If he enter¬

tained auch an opinion, he wna certainly by no meana

hound to express it.
Again, he aaya
" The Status, finding that the Supreme Court o( the

United Slates have ass.net and maintained the eirtusive

right of Cougresa to legialata l.ir tha recovery ol fugitive
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slivrs by tl e authority of the geueral government, liavo relilted to allow llieir magistrates and other uihceu 10 act.They have repealed the law* previously undo lo aid tit il>o
recapluie ol fugitive slave* And, Indued, sir, >| it be uuethat ihe recovery ol fugitive i'awi il exclusively an affair"I the general government, what else could the lis* Siaiesdo !"

See how lie juhtilies opposition to this law. If the freeStates could not refuse to do otherwise than they have
done, why did the honorable gentleman complain of them
for not supporting this law ? What right htul he to com¬
plain ot them, if they only did as they were justified iu
doing f

lie adds
" Were not such laws unconstitutional 1 And would ibeynot he set aside by iho courts of tha United States 1 Thedoctrine ol this couit not only permitted, but virtually com¬manded the Slate* ;is sovereigns, ami the people ol the.S ales as individual*, to Hand aloof, and to leave the slave¬holder lo the instrumentality ol' tlie government of tbeUnited Mules, ami in this alone, to recover his fugitive slaveSir, I protest against this doctrine. 1 protest against this

usurpation on the part ol IJongiess."
Wan ill in speech made hy the aetiator from New York,[Mr. Seward.'] If he had held this very language onthat pAitiriiliir orntMon when he is understood to havelately invited ceitain distinguished guests, of rather ananomalous character, to his domestic mansion, perhapsnobody would have been at all surprised ; though I think

even be ha« hardly been as audacious as this Sir, the
gentle hiuu {Mr. Usuit»'J aaud, iu addition :
" I protcit against this «iwrjutio* on the part of Con -

gifts It is land lo the rights of the South, i maintain
thai by the constitution we have the (tilth of the Slates as
sovereigns to a conipaat with us ; snd that by that com¬
pact the government ol every free State, every inau in
every tree State, is bound, morally and constitutionally, toaid in the recovery uud restoration of our lugitive slaves."

Again, speaking of the decisions of the Supreme Courtof the United Slates on the questions of slavery, he says :
"And what do they uiiioint to 1 flat assertions.nakeddogmatism.and n manifest assumption, from beginningto end, ol tlio thing to be proved. 11 senators have been

uble to see in them anything lo satisfy their minds of the
authority of ('digress to act at all upon this subject, muchless lo act exclusively, they have been more fortunate than
1 have been.

. . ....."You may pass your laws ; but a handlul of people.itdoes not requite u majority.can battle your authority in
every town in the United S.atee, and thus nullify your law,deride your proclamation, and put your army and navy at
defiance."

Such is the language of the honorable senator front
South Carolina, [Mr Khctt] lie desired the law to
operate efficiently! Did he not' Again he exclaims:
"You promutge the doctrinos here which virtually makethe constitution a nothing.its limitations mere breath.

And now, when Abolition rears its head and stares Con¬
solidation in the face, you wish to frown it down. It will
laugh you to scorn."
This reminds me that I saw tbe learned gentlemanlaugh very extravagantly under the speech delivered the

other day by the ,-enator from New Hampshire, [Mr.
Hale,] and 1 believe that he was about the only senator
whom I observed to he thus entertained. But it is not
the first time that I have noticed interchanges of sym¬
pathy between certain senators, indicating, 1 fear, some
secret understanding, which may possibly be more plainly
disclosed hereafter, and which bodes no good to the peace
and quiet of the republic. The senator says further, in
the S(»eech from which I am quoting:

"ft is only carrying out tlio principle you taught it.the
life you gave it. It is unly ridding themselves of that re¬

sponsibility you imposed upon them, and carrying out your
principles to their legitimate lesults."
Mr. President, I shall be content on this head toeub-

mit, without comment, a short extract of Mr. Webster's
Albany speech of last summer. Speaking of the aame
law, this gentleman says:
" Now, let mr lay that this law Las been discussed, con¬

sidered, nnd adjudged in a ^rem many of the tribunals ot
the country. It his been the subject of discussion before
judgei of the Supreme Court of the United States.the
subjcct of discussion belore court! the most respectable in
the Suites Everywhere, on oil occasions, and by all judges,
it lias been holden to be, and pronounced to be, a consti¬
tutional law."
Who can fail to perceire ihat the honorable senator is

practically a worse enemy of (he South than any man
norlh ol Mason and Dixon'i line
The honorable senator has not only avowed himself a

secessionist, but has attempted to enforce his views by
something that he evidently considered to amount to ar¬
gument. I shall not attempt a regular response to that
l>url of the honorable gentleman's speech, aa I do not
deem it at all necessary to do so. Hut it s«ems that there
is an issue of (act between the senator from South Caro¬
lina and myself in regard to the period when he wu first
known to give expression to disunion sentiments. The
honorable gentleman says, if I understand him ftright, that
be never avowed disunion sentiments before the year
1S45, whilst I have charged him with having been a dis-
umonist for nearly twer.ty years, and cited nis«peecb in
Charleston in jiroof of the justice of my accusation. Let
us look into tins matter a little, sir.
Mr. RHETT. The speech states that it was aince

1840, not for twenty years, although it is a matter of no

consequence
Mr. FOOTE. Does the gentleman say that it was in

184.5 be became a secessionist t
Mr. HMKIT. I do not care whether you say tweaty

or one hundred years, if I was so old. The time is of no

imjiottanceMr. POOTF.. Time has become quite important aince
the gentleman's declaration that he had never been a dis-
unionist belore a certain period.that is to say, six years
ago. Now, I hold in my hand a volumeof Nile* Regis¬
ter, which contain* some evidence upon this interesting
point, which I shall proceed to lay before the Senate. In
the year 1833 Virginia despatched the celebrated Benja¬
min Watkins I,°igh to the capital of South Carolina as a
commissioner of peace, hoping that his persuasive coun¬
sels might secure the acquiescence of South Carolina in

the compromise measures of that tieriod, which had just
been adopted Mr Leigh reached Columbia whilst the
convention of South Carolina was in session, and com¬
menced Ins patriotic labors, which were, happily, in a

short time completely successful. A committee of that
liody, to whom the subject hail been referred, reported an

ordinance resoniding the celebrated ordinance of seces¬

sion This rejiort came up for consideration on the 14th
day of March. The honorable senator from South Car¬
olina was then a member of the convention, under a dif¬
ferent name (Smith) from ihat to which he has imparted
«o much notoriety of late. I read from the volume re¬

ferred to, as follows
" March 11 The ordinance reported yesterd ay w*i taken

up snd coniidered, mid Mr Mn.i.ka, ol tlie Senate of the
United Stales, explained the new tariff law, and gave his
reasons why ho had supported It. He thought that (he
' South Carolina doctrines' were recogni sed ; bat he said
ihat the convention w»i not coiinnitre^l by that act, ' being
clearly free 10 exercise in sovereign will.' He was fol-
lowcd l.v Mr Kirnwii.i., of the House ol Kepreseniatives
of ilie United H ale* Among other tilings, he said he
thought South C arolina had no causa for triumph, and ha
win glsd Ihat Ci.ay's bill win not received with rejolcln*,
lor we had not sclu»ved a great victory, snd had not got all
that the Stale set out lor; but he would support the ordi-
nam <1 under consideration, because the question wu now

vvh> ier we should secede, and have a (ivil v ir, or take
the Compromise llo should, therefore, vote for the psssage
of tfie ordinance, which lie considered not at all derogatory
to the dignity nor to the honor id the State
"Mr It Harjwsi.i. *mi rn (now the honorable senator,

Mr HitITT) ri">e, evidently under great exenement lis
said Ihst II had been but a very short tim» since he hsd
seen the report arcom|anying the ordinance ; ihst he had
nit examined it, but what he had seen of It he totally dis-
senied from II" was sure thai the oonsiilnenn whom hs

represented never would consent to the sentiments of tknt
report. li.) knew them too well, and wai proceeding to

animadvert very teverely on the report generally, when
Mr Wii.s in nek *.l if the report was (Mm belore the conven

tion . , ,,

" The Cm«ir The ordinance is belore the convention

The te iori con-sin < ihe res-ous which are submitted by the

co nm n ee for ilie adoption of the ordinance and the (/hair
deem* the gentleman 111 order, nnd will permit a latitude of
debute, when, In si lling kit reasons lor voting for ihe ordi¬
nance,'he shall iitcii.pt to show wherein he dilfers from the
reasons of ihe ommilice
..Mr Smith pr.xeeded. lie said he was willing to vote

for the ordinance, but not on the grounds slated tn the re-

port He called the attention of the convention to those
wools In th» report expressive of Che ardent attachment ol

tli.1 people of this ale towards ihe Union. As lor himself,
lie was not for so It a Union, and he was likewise cettaiti
'hat those who scut him there were Ihe ssme in sentiment
lie said that he would rather sec the whole Siate, from the
Table l!o(k 10 Kort Moullrle, a military camp than for
the State ol Sjulli Carolina to continue a member of the
Union such as it it note and hiis hrtn for ten years The
ordinsnre ol November had required more than was

granted by Mr Ci.at's hill, ami lie was lor the whole requi-
sition lie was unwilling to recede one step, and would
never ceosent to vole for the ordinance belore the conven¬

tion now on the grounds contained in the re|Kiit He did
not view that bid as a compromise, because it did not go
far enough and, although he should vote lor the ordinance,
yet he wss unwilling that the report should be given to ilia
wotld as contsinlitg the causes which indnced S nith Caro¬
lina to repsal her ordinance He rung several changes on

the words ' ardently attached to ihe Union,'stteuipted to


